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224 The MMC will be specifically designed to accommodate 
Games-time media needs. All technological and information 
system infrastructure requirements will be integrated 
into the venue overlay plans. In planning the MMC, the 
Hambantota 2018 Organising Committee (OC) will liaise and 
and work closely with international broadcasters to ensure 
that all appropriate current and future technologies are 
considered and incorporated in the lead up to the Games. 

Post-Games, the government-owned MMC will provide a 
valuable commercial property space within the proposed 
IT and Business Park. 

Build costs for the MMC will be financed by the 
Government of Sri Lanka (the Government). 

A signed guarantee confirms the availability of this 
venue for dedicated use as the MMC during the 
period 1 September 2017 (for press and broadcast facilities 
installation) to 31 August 2018 (retrofit). 

Please see Guarantee 15.01 in the Guarantees File.

MMC key facts:
Broadcast media
• 7,115m2 dedicated broadcaster space 

•  Broadcaster provision will be spread over two 
floors in the MMC and within the temporary facility

 -  The MMC ground floor designs include an 
eight metre high floor to floor height and will 
accommodate four large and one small broadcast 
studio areas. Broadcast support services and the 
IBC Lobby are also planned for the ground level.

 -  The first floor of the MMC will house further 
broadcaster lounges and technical areas 

 -  Two large and one small broadcast studio will 
be located in the temporary provision. 

Press media
•  5,850m2 dedicated press media space will be split 

over all three floors of the MMC and will include:

 -  The ground floor, as described above, but with a 
dedicated press conference room and welcome area 

 -  First and second floors (both with floor to floor heights 
of four metres) will accommodate dedicated press 
sub centres, technical rooms and support services.

General
•  Communal broadcaster and press lounges will be 

located throughout the MMC

•  1,420m2 of adjacent temporary provision offering 
dedicated catering, logistics and accreditation operations

•  Easy access through media transport terminal and 
access point

• Safe and secure with 24 hour security. 

As the MMC will be one of the first venues to open, 
supporting services such as security, transport and 
accreditation will all be in place on 2 May 2011, 14 days 
before the start of the Games.

Along with the MMC, all competition venues will also 
include media and broadcast provision to ensure successful 
and comprehensive coverage and live broadcast of the 
Games around the world.

Figure 15.1 shows the location of the MMC within the 
Games Park.

Figure 15.1 – Main Media Centre location

Key

Main Media Centre
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Q15.02

Briefly describe your concept for media accommodation 
(this description should correspond to the list provided 
in Q 12.4.)

If you plan to use a Media Village(s), specify its (their) 
location, size, capacity, type of structure (existing, 
permanent, temporary), room sizes and intended 
post-Games use/legacy.

Accommodation

Media accommodation will be provided through:

•  A cluster of six three to five-star hotels located 
just beyond the Games Park perimeter boundary

•  The planned 400-room TRC Tower hotel, located 
7km from the Games Park, towards the Hambantota 
International Airport. 

A total of 1,400 rooms will be provided of which 1,000 will 
be located no more than 1km from the MMC and Games 
Park. This means that the majority of media will be within 
minutes of the Games action.

Each hotel will offer a range of modern leisure and amenity 
facilities to meet the comfort, convenience and quality 
expectations of media professionals. 

Restaurants and bars across the media hotels will be 
co-ordinated to ensure that food and drink is available 
for all accredited media at all hours and to a consistently 
high standard. 

To account for the required early opening of the MMC, 
Games-specific media accommodation will be appropriately 
scheduled to ensure availability at the guaranteed rates. 
Designated media hotel accommodation is detailed in 
Table 15.2 below.

 

Table 15.2 – Designated media accommodation

Category Hotel 
reference #

Hotel name Total # of rooms

5 STAR 8 Chesmi Hotel 200

5 STAR 5 TRC Tower 400

4 STAR 2 Cosmos Golf Villas 100

4 STAR 3 China Harbour Golf Villas 400

3 STAR 4 Euronippon Group Hotel 200

3 STAR 6 Edirisinghe Holiday Resort 200

3 STAR 7 Mt Lavinia 200

Total media accommodation rooms 1,400

Q15.03

Briefly describe your concept for media transport, 
including:

• Airport to/from Media Accommodation

• Competition Venues to/from Competition Venues

• IBC/MPC to/from Competition Venues

• Media Accommodation to/from IBC/MPC

• Media Accommodation to/from Competition Venues

Transport

Media operations will be fully supported by a 
dedicated, reliable, fast and accessible transport network. 
The service will be supplied free of charge for accredited 
media professionals and will connect to all key locations, 
including media hotel accommodation, the MMC, 
Hambantota International Airport, Bandaranayake 
International Airport (Colombo) and all competition 
and non-competition venues. 

One of the greatest benefits of the overall Games 
concept is that many of the key facilities are located 
within a 2km radius of the centre of the Games Park. 

In addition to the MMC, the Games Park will house eight 
competition venues hosting 15 sports. Much of the media 
accommodation will be located just beyond the Games 
Park perimeter. 

Airports
Games volunteers stationed at the Hambantota 
International Airport will provide a 24-hour service to 
guide media professionals through immigration and 
accreditation procedures and escort them to dedicated 
shuttle buses for quick and reliable transfer to and 
from their respective accommodation in approximately 
10 minutes. A similar service will also be provided at 
the Bandaranayake International Airport (Colombo) with 
an average transfer time of 2 hours 45 minutes to the 
respective accommodation.

Between competition venues
Within the Games Park, the easiest way to move between 
the competition venues will be on foot. However, dedicated 
media bus services will be provided from dedicated load 
zones at each venue, offering a maximum travel time of 
five minutes between any two venues.

Travel times between the Games Park competition venues, 
the Ranminithenna Shooting Range, Triathlon and Road 
and Time Trial Cycling venues will not be longer than 
38 minutes.



VOLUME 2 Theme 15 Hambantota 2018 Commonwealth Games Candidate City File

T
h

e
m

e
 1

5:
 M

e
d

ia
 O

p
e

ra
ti

o
n

s

226 MMC to competition venues
Moving between the MMC and competition venues 
within the Games Park will also be easy by foot. Media bus 
services will also be provided offering a maximum travel 
time of five minutes between the MMC and Games Park 
competition venues. 

Travel times between the MMC, the Ranminithenna 
Shooting Range, Triathlon and Road and Time Trial Cycling 
venues will be a maximum of 38 minutes.

Accommodation to MMC
The majority of media hotels will be located just beyond 
the Games Park boundary, offering accredited media a 
short walk between their hotel and the MMC. A media 
bus service will also be provided offering a maximum 
travel time of five minutes between these media hotels 
and the MMC.

For those staying at the TRC Tower hotel, circa 7km 
south of the Games Park, a 24-hour scheduled media bus 
services will connect to the MMC within a maximum of 
eight minutes.

Accommodation to competition venues
Those staying in media hotels next to the Games Park 
will be able to walk from their hotel to any Games Park 
venue. Media bus services will also be provided offering 
a maximum travel time of seven minutes between the 
media accommodation and any Games Park venue.

For those staying at the TRC Tower hotel, around 7km south 
of the Games Park, 24-hour scheduled media bus services 
will connect to any Games Park venue in a maximum of 
eight minutes.

Travelling between the media hotels next to the Games Park 
or the TRC Tower Hotel, to the Ranminithenna Shooting 
Range, Triathlon and Road and Time Trial Cycling venues 
will take no longer than 38 minutes.

 

Q15.04

Provide a map, no larger than A3, folded or double 
page and giving the graphic scale used, indicating:

• IBC

• MPC

• Media accommodation

• Media transport

• All competition venues

• Commonwealth Games Village

Media concept

Map 15.4 shows the main media provision in and around 
the Games Park.

Q15.05

Would broadcasters or the HBO, and their personnel, 
normally be subject to union regulations or labour laws? 
Explain.

Regulations and taxes

Sri Lankan labour laws only apply to Sri Lankan 
broadcasters and networks and will not apply to 
broadcasters and personnel who are in Sri Lanka on 
a temporary basis. Similarly, Sri Lankan labour union 
laws will only apply to those who are members of 
that union.

 

Q15.06

Would broadcasters or the HBO, and their personnel, 
normally be subject to specific taxes for broadcasting 
work such as taxes on production and/or equipment? 
Explain.

Foreign broadcasters and the HBO will be subject to 
Sri Lankan taxes if they are deemed to carry out business 
activities in Sri Lanka and derive income in Sri Lanka from 
those activities. 

If broadcasting services are provided to overseas customers, 
there would be no liability to Sri Lankan taxes, however, any 
such services provided to domestic customers will attract 
liability to Sri Lankan taxes.

Broadcaster personnel will not be subject to Sri Lankan 
personal income tax if they are paid by a foreign employer 
and they are not resident in Sri Lanka for 183 days or more 
in any given tax year. In addition, these personnel will not 
be subject to the EPF and ETF requirements (the Sri Lankan 
equivalent of Social Security taxes). 

For the avoidance of doubt, the Government has 
confirmed that it will introduce legislation as necessary 
to guarantee that people temporarily entering Sri Lanka to 
carry out Games-related business (including broadcasters 
and journalists) will not be subject to Sri Lankan tax on 
revenues they earn in relation to the work that they perform 
at the Games.

In the event that a local broadcaster is awarded the rights 
to broadcast/telecast the Games, this entity will be subject 
to the normal Sri Lanka tax regime.
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Map 15.4 –
Media Concept Map
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Map 15.4 – Media Concept Map
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228 The Bid Committee wishes to thank 
all those that worked on the bid 
including the pmplegacy led team 
and Design Team 3.
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